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The Work of Transition
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new route into a working system.
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MASTHEAD

A clear view of changing systems

Mark and Focus Monthly brings five distinct analyses into one reading experience. This October issue draws on
articles published from 2 to 8 October 2026, using Pacific/Auckland calendar dates.

Editorial: Mark and Focus Editorial. Publication authority: markandfocus.com. The principal features reproduce
the published analytical text; their opening headlines and standfirsts are magazine treatments.

The editorial standard

We distinguish an announcement from an effective rule, an allocation from spending, a target from
achievement, and an operation from a demonstrated result.

Photography is licensed real-world stock. Place-specific imagery is identified as such. Other photographs are
explicitly illustrative details and do not claim to depict the named project or program. Individual credits accom‐
pany the feature photographs.
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The Work of Transition
An investment call, a court procedure, a housing loan, an application platform and a waste-site operation appear
to belong to different worlds. Each creates a new route through a familiar constraint. The practical question is
what has to happen next.

Spain’s rural competition starts with the service that helps people stay: housing, care or mobility. The
Netherlands changes one part of the electricity-project timetable while keeping later proposals distinct.
Bangladesh’s housing finance connects access to credit with the quality and security of the home improved.

A new route matters when people can use
it.

These are consequential changes, but they are not evidence that the intended outcomes have already arrived.
Applicants must still win an award. Network operators must still build. Household lenders must still turn a na‐
tional approval into appropriate individual loans.
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

Follow the change into use
Japan’s eMAFF 2.0 illustrates why transition rarely happens everywhere on one date. The launch is national;
the submission route depends on the procedure. Preserving an old decision notice is a different task from using
the new interface.

Surabaya’s enforcement offers a similarly concrete lesson. A cleared parcel does not complete the waste chain.
Operators need legal premises, the right equipment, control of wastewater and a destination for residual
material.

Five places, five operating questions

What service will the grant sustain? Which legal change applies now? What work will the housing loan
finance? Which digital procedure has moved? Where will waste go after the clearance?

This issue follows those questions without making the five cases interchangeable. Their institutions, instru‐
ments and timetables differ. Their shared concern is whether the next decision connects an announced opportu‐
nity to daily operation.

The intelligence briefs widen the view to electricity tariffs, transport, materials, nature and water management.
The closing pages identify dates and evidence that can make the next stage visible.
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FEATURE 01 Spain

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE

Rural investment starts with the service
Spain’s €80 million competition gives local authorities room to connect housing, care and mobility
with the conditions that let people remain in rural communities.

By Mark and Focus Editorial · 2026-10-07

Panoramic village scene in Teruel province, Spain; a verified Spanish place illustration for the rural grants story. wirestock / Magnific (Designed by
Magnific)
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SPAIN ·  INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE

The change in practice
Spain’s new rural innovation grants invite local author‐
ities to connect investment with the conditions that
make a community livable. The €80 million call was
published on October 6, with applications running
from October 7 to November 6. It funds proposals for
territorial transformation and action against depopula‐
tion, through a competitive process rather than a preas‐
signed municipal allocation.

The service behind the asset

The priorities include everyday housing, personalized
care, cultural activity, sustainable mobility and recov‐
ery in places affected by fire or other natural disasters.

That breadth gives the competition a different empha‐
sis from a conventional construction fund. Applicants
have room to describe the service they want to sustain
before specifying the asset they want to buy.

A renovated home and an accessible transport service
solve different problems, but each can affect whether
someone can remain in a small settlement. The strong‐
est proposal will explain that connection in its own set‐
ting. It should be possible to say who needs the inter‐
vention, what obstacle it removes and why the pro‐
posed expenditure is a suitable response.

Published 2026-10-07 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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SPAIN ·  INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE

What implementation still requires
The official notice asks for an integrated understanding
of the demographic problem, innovation for the territo‐
ry and, preferably, responses that other rural areas
could adopt. Local need matters more than an elaborate
technology claim. A workable service in a place that
lacks it can be consequential without being unprece‐
dented elsewhere.

A competition with a delivery clock

The ministry identifies small settlements and eligible
functional areas as the intended geography.
Applications go through the PLATERO platform, and
the maximum execution period is 22 months from pub‐
lication of the award resolution. Publication of the call
starts the application process; it does not establish re‐
cipients, spending or results.

That timetable rewards a bounded proposal. Applicants
need enough ambition to address a real constraint, but
the work must also be capable of completion within the
funded period. A project that relies on an unresolved
operator, uncertain premises or a service arrangement
still to be negotiated carries a different delivery burden
from one with those decisions already made.

For rural authorities, the opportunity is therefore to
make a practical demographic argument. The applica‐
tion should show how its chosen investment supports
ordinary residence and daily life. The competition can
finance that intervention; evidence that it helped retain
or attract residents will have to come from the places
that receive awards.

Published 2026-10-07 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE DOSSIER ·  SPAIN

The next evidence to follow

6 November 2026

Applications close. An open competition is not an award.

22 months

The maximum execution period starts with publication of the award resolution.

After awards

Follow the service delivered and its local use, alongside expenditure.

Primary sources

MITECO: call and priorities ↗

BOE: competition notice ↗

Published 2026-10-07 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE 02 Netherlands

INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS

A faster appeal is one step toward a stronger
grid
The Dutch package separates an October appeal reform from later permitting proposals and flexible
use of existing capacity. Each has its own delivery clock.

By Mark and Focus Editorial · 2026-10-08

Close detail of high-voltage electrical equipment against the sky; illustrative equipment, not a documented Dutch project. ededchechine / Magnific (De‐
signed by Magnific)
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NETHERL ANDS ·  INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS

The change in practice
Dutch electricity projects now have a shorter route
through administrative appeals. From 1 October 2026,
qualifying projects at 21 kilovolts and above can pro‐
ceed directly to the Administrative Jurisdiction
Division of the Council of State. This is the first opera‐
tive part of a wider grid crisis package announced on
11 September, whose other elements have different le‐
gal and delivery timetables.

A shorter appeal route

The Netherlands grid package targets the time spent
obtaining and defending approvals, alongside the phys‐
ical limits of a crowded electricity network. The appeal
change removes the lower-court stage for qualifying
projects. It also rules out an initial appeal that supplies
its substantive grounds later. The government describes
a maximum six-month decision period measured from
receipt of the statement of defense, rather than from the
day an appeal is filed.

That starting point matters to project planning. A six-
month court period is not a six-month promise from
application to energization. Preparing a project, secur‐
ing land, obtaining the relevant decisions and building
the equipment still take time. The accelerated appeal
procedure changes one stage of the sequence; develop‐
ers and network operators still need to identify the re‐
maining stages on their own critical path.

Permitting proposals have separate clocks

The government is pursuing changes through existing
laws rather than waiting for a single comprehensive
crisis statute. One proposal would give provinces re‐
sponsibility for new 110- and 150-kilovolt projects.
Consultation is expected in July 2027. That prospective
transfer could change which authority leads a project,
but it cannot yet be treated as an available approval
route.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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NETHERL ANDS ·  INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS

What implementation still requires
Other proposals would exempt construction or expan‐
sion of electricity stations from specified technical and
spatial permits, subject to protective conditions con‐
cerning scale and location. The package also proposes
removing environmental-impact screening for under‐
ground cables. Consultation on that measure is planned
for 2026, with implementation targeted after summer
2027. European requirements for overhead connections
and other safeguards concerning soil, water and nature
remain relevant.

Nitrogen-related exemptions require a further bound‐
ary. The government links its intended approach to
agreement with Brussels. A project cannot assume that
the September announcement has already removed that
constraint. For an operator deciding whether to com‐
mission design work or schedule a contractor, the dis‐
tinction between an intention, consultation and effec‐
tive law has direct consequences.

Capacity can also come from changing
demand

The package addresses how existing infrastructure is
used. Reserved emergency capacity, described as an
emergency lane, can support additional use where com‐

panies accept temporary reductions during faults. This
trades some continuity of access for greater normal uti‐
lization. Its value depends on whether a business can
tolerate and manage the agreed interruption.

Flexible demand addresses a different problem: the
concentration of electricity use in particular hours.
Shifting consumption away from peaks can create
room without waiting for another station or cable. The
government’s letter discusses flexibility assessments
and possible obligations for large consumers, alongside
conditions for managing load. These prospective re‐
quirements should be distinguished from an already
agreed flexible connection.

The combined approach gives project teams two practi‐
cal questions. Which procedural change can shorten the
delivery schedule now, and which operating adjustment
can reduce the capacity needed at the busiest time?
Answering both can improve sequencing. Neither
faster appeals nor flexible demand establishes that the
network shortage has been resolved, and the package
supplies no blanket guarantee that every waiting cus‐
tomer will obtain an immediate connection.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE DOSSIER ·  NETHERLANDS

The next evidence to follow

1 October 2026

The direct appeal route takes effect for qualifying electricity projects at 21 kV and above.

Six months

The stated court period begins with receipt of the statement of defense.

2027

Several permitting proposals remain on later consultation or implementation schedules.

Primary sources

Government: grid crisis package ↗

Ministerial letter: legal and operational detail ↗

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE 03 Bangladesh

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Resilience moves inside the housing loan
ADB’s US$100 million approval connects collateral-free housing finance with design, hazard screen‐
ing and housing security. The test moves from the credit line to the home.

By Mark and Focus Editorial · 2026-10-05

Close detail of a gloved worker using a trowel on masonry; illustrative construction, not a documented Bangladesh project. jcomp / Magnific (Designed
by Magnific)
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BANGL ADESH ·  SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

The change in practice
Bangladesh’s housing microfinance project starts with
a familiar exclusion: households earning informal in‐
comes may need to repair or build a home without
qualifying for a conventional mortgage. ADB’s
September 27 approval of a US$100 million conces‐
sional loan seeks to address that gap through Palli
Karma-Sahayak Foundation, or PKSF, and eligible mi‐
crofinance institutions. Its design also asks what hap‐
pens to the dwelling after credit becomes available.

An intermediary route to households

PKSF will channel financing through eligible lenders
to low- and middle-income borrowers. The project’s
earlier design distinguishes loans for new construction,
extensions, and repairs or maintenance. That matters
because improving housing does not always require re‐
placing it. A product focused only on complete new
buildings would miss households whose most useful
investment is a smaller alteration.

Collateral-free lending removes one obstacle, but does
not erase repayment obligations. The project therefore
needs lenders capable of assessing household circum‐
stances and financing work that borrowers can sustain.
Its public design identifies limitations in microfinance

institutions’ ability to provide longer-term housing fi‐
nance, including short-term funding and construction
risks. The new credit line addresses a funding con‐
straint; better lending capacity is a separate part of the
intervention.

There is also an institutional distinction between
wholesale finance and the household relationship.
PKSF provides the channel through which funds reach
participating institutions, while those institutions must
translate the product into individual lending decisions.
A national approval is not evidence that borrowers
have already received loans or completed
improvements.

Resilience has to influence the work
financed

The approval describes measures concerning design,
construction and protection against shocks, alongside
hazard-risk screening and improved reporting.
Flooding, cyclones and extreme heat are among the
risks it names. The aim is to make the financed homes
better able to withstand those hazards, rather than treat‐
ing climate exposure only as a reason to lend.

Published 2026-10-05 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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BANGL ADESH ·  SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

What implementation still requires
Screening is useful when it changes a decision.
Identifying a hazard without adjusting the proposed
work can leave the borrower financing an improvement
that remains exposed to the same damage. Conversely,
a construction requirement that raises costs must be
considered alongside the borrower’s financial capacity.
The project announcement establishes an intention to
integrate these concerns, but provides no completed-
home evidence with which to judge the balance.

ADB identifies US$40 million of the financing as cli‐
mate adaptation finance. That accounting classification
should not be confused with measured protection of
each home. A resilience claim becomes more persua‐
sive when the location, financed alteration and relevant
hazard can be connected. The important evidence is
consequently more specific than the total climate
allocation.

Women’s access and occupancy are
different questions

By 2031, the project expects lending to at least 40,000
households, including at least 32,000 women and at
least 24,000 borrowers in areas vulnerable to natural

hazards. These are targets. They should remain sepa‐
rate from actual disbursement and from evidence about
the homes improved.

The approval also includes financial and land literacy,
housing-rights awareness and documentation of
spousal residency arrangements. That recognizes a
problem a loan alone cannot solve: access to money
does not necessarily settle a woman’s position in the
property where it is spent. Documentation can help
make that position clearer, but the announcement does
not demonstrate that tenure disputes have been re‐
solved or that ownership has changed.

The project’s earlier data sheet still displays a proposed
status, while the newer announcement records ap‐
proval. The dated approval is the basis for this article’s
development; the data sheet supplies design context,
not proof of delivery. For the program’s future report‐
ing, the most revealing separation will be between
credit reaching borrowers, work completed to an ap‐
propriate standard, and households retaining a secure
and affordable place to live.

Published 2026-10-05 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE DOSSIER ·  BANGLADESH

The next evidence to follow

US$100 million

Approved concessional loan; this is not evidence of household disbursement.

US$40 million

Climate adaptation financing; an allocation is not measured protection.

By 2031

At least 40,000 households is a target, including at least 32,000 women and 24,000 borrowers in hazard-vulner‐
able areas.

Primary sources

ADB: dated loan approval ↗

ADB: supplementary project data sheet ↗

Source access note

ADB’s supplementary project data sheet could not be accessed during this issue’s review. The dated
loan-approval announcement was accessible. Earlier design context is retained from the published arti‐
cle and is not new delivery evidence.

Published 2026-10-05 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE 04 Japan

DIGITAL SYSTEMS & INTELLIGENCE

Digital migration follows the procedure
eMAFF 2.0 offers clearer checks, screens and communication. Applicants still need to know which
procedure has moved and which old documents to preserve.

By Mark and Focus Editorial · 2026-10-08

Overhead view of hands using a laptop on a light desk; a digital-services illustration, not the eMAFF interface. Magnific / Magnific (Designed by Magnific)
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JAPAN ·  DIGITAL SYSTEMS & INTELLIGENCE

The change in practice
The first procedures on Japan’s redesigned agricultural
application platform became available on 1 October
2026. For an applicant, however, the launch date is
only the beginning of the transition. The Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is moving proce‐
dures in stages and plans to end the old eMAFF service
in mid-March 2027.

Checks move closer to the application

The eMAFF 2.0 redesign responds to usability prob‐
lems with the earlier platform. It strengthens checks for
missing inputs and attachments, improves form cre‐
ation and makes application and approval screens
clearer. These changes address errors and uncertainty at
the point where a user prepares or handles a
submission.

Communication can take place through notifications
within the system. Together with clearer screens, this
gives applicants and officials a more direct place to fol‐
low the application process. It does not establish that

approval requirements have been relaxed: a better in‐
terface can help a user provide the required information
while leaving the underlying decision rules intact.

Applicants use G Biz ID for unified login. Identity and
procedure availability are distinct questions. Having a
login does not mean that every scheme has opened on
the new platform, and the existence of a new applica‐
tion form does not demonstrate that a pending applica‐
tion has been approved or transferred.

The rollout follows individual procedures

The initial launch includes environmental-considera‐
tion checks, designated seed and seedling procedures,
agricultural mutual-insurance cooperative applications,
farmland-related rules and agricultural cooperative law.
It also includes specified fisheries-infrastructure proce‐
dures from prefectures to the national government.
These are examples of the opening scope, rather than
evidence of a universal switch on 1 October.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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JAPAN ·  DIGITAL SYSTEMS & INTELLIGENCE

What implementation still requires
The ministry’s September launch announcement plans
approximately 360 procedures across 30 schemes by
April 2027. The published implementation schedule
supplies the more useful operational detail: dates for
individual procedures. For land-improvement property
used for another purpose, the listed new-platform date
is 22 October, following an old-platform endpoint on
21 October. JAS procedures also have a 22 October
new-platform date.

Other changes come later. The multifunctional-pay‐
ment program is listed for the new system from 1 April
2027, with the old route ending on 12 March. The dif‐
fering dates show why users need to identify the spe‐
cific process they intend to use. A national launch an‐
nouncement is insufficient to determine the correct
submission route for a particular grant or regulatory
application.

Old documents need their own transition
plan

The ministry warns users to download documents such
as grant-decision notices from the old platform. Access
through the old login will no longer be available when

that service ends in March 2027. Retaining an applica‐
tion’s decision documents is therefore a separate task
from learning the new interface.

The warning should not be read as confirmation that all
historic records will automatically become accessible
in eMAFF 2.0. A user who expects to need a decision
notice later should preserve it while access remains
available. Administrators responsible for several proce‐
dures also need to distinguish a scheme’s submission
endpoint from the general closure of the old service.

The transition’s practical test is whether an applicant
can submit through the correct route, identify any miss‐
ing information and retain the records needed after clo‐
sure. The ministry has specified design changes and a
timetable; the launch announcement does not yet sup‐
ply measured reductions in processing time or demon‐
strated improvements in approval rates. Those out‐
comes will require evidence from operation, while the
migration steps already require attention.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗

MARKANDFOCUS.COM 20

https://markandfocus.com/emaff-2-0-japan-application-migration/


MARK AND FOCUS MONTHLY OCTOBER 2026

FEATURE DOSSIER ·  JAPAN

The next evidence to follow

22 October 2026

New-platform dates are listed for specified land-improvement and JAS procedures.

March 2027

Users need to retain old decision documents before access ends.

April 2027

The launch plan covers approximately 360 procedures across 30 schemes; availability remains procedure-
specific.

Primary sources

MAFF: eMAFF 2.0 launch ↗

MAFF: procedure implementation schedule ↗

MAFF: transition and document guidance ↗

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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FEATURE 05 Surabaya,  Indonesia

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

The lawful route beyond waste-site
clearance
Surabaya combines enforcement on municipal land with licensing assistance and operating require‐
ments. Removing a stockpile is only one part of controlling the waste chain.

By Mark and Focus Editorial · 2026-10-08

Close view of compressed recyclable-material bales; illustrative waste handling, not a Surabaya enforcement site. frimufilms / Magnific (Designed by
Magnific)
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SURABAYA , INDONESIA ·  ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

The change in practice
Surabaya’s latest action against illegal waste handling
began at seven city-owned sites in Keputih, Sukolilo,
on 1 October. The municipality reported the operation
the following day, describing complaints about odor
and potential water pollution alongside a broader effort
to identify unauthorized use of municipal land. Its ap‐
proach combines enforcement with assistance for oper‐
ators willing to meet legal and environmental
requirements.

Municipal land provides an enforceable
starting point

The environment department worked with ward and
district officials to identify 97 parcels associated with
the problem. The October operation addressed seven
sites as part of staged handling; it did not establish that
all 97 parcels had been cleared. That distinction fixes
the scale of the observed intervention and the work still
ahead.

City ownership gives the municipality a direct basis for
requiring proper use of the premises. It does not, by it‐
self, answer whether the waste operation is environ‐
mentally acceptable. The city’s account treats land ac‐
cess and waste handling as connected requirements: an
operator needs a lawful place to work and controls ap‐
propriate to the activity carried out there.

The account also includes technical support from ITS
academic Susi Agustina Wilujeng for regulating waste
operations. Her comments identify leachate, odor and
fire as relevant risks and emphasise that private land is

not an exemption from environmental requirements.
The land boundary determines one enforcement route,
while the environmental concern extends beyond the
ownership of a particular parcel.

Formalisation requires an operating
standard

The city offers education and licensing assistance to re‐
cyclers willing to comply. Its listed requirements in‐
clude legal access to land, sorting equipment, waste‐
water treatment and scheduled movement of residual
waste. This gives the alternative to closure a substan‐
tive meaning: obtaining permission must be accompa‐
nied by changes in how the site works.

Sorting can recover useful material, but it also leaves a
fraction requiring disposal. Wastewater treatment ad‐
dresses another output of the handling process.
Scheduled removal prevents the residue from becom‐
ing a permanent accumulation after recyclable material
has been sold. These requirements concern different
parts of the operation; a licence document cannot per‐
form any of them on its own.

The practical distinction is between supporting recy‐
cling activity and accepting any site that calls itself a
recycling business. The municipality is attempting to
retain a lawful route for the activity while controlling
its location and outputs. The reported October action
establishes that this approach is being applied, but it
does not yet establish how many operators have com‐
pleted licensing or installed the required equipment.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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SURABAYA , INDONESIA ·  ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

What implementation still requires
Earlier clearance exposes the residual-
waste problem

An August operation in Keputih addressed an unautho‐
rized waste-processing area of approximately 1.4
hectares. The city reported 32 dump-truck movements
carrying remaining waste to Benowo disposal facilities.
That is evidence of a removal operation and a destina‐
tion. It is not a measured tonnage, and the number of
truck trips cannot establish how much waste was re‐
covered or diverted.

The August account described a parallel effort to trace
collection arrangements for 5,064 hotel, restaurant and
café businesses using 38 vendors. The questions in‐
cluded who collected the waste, how much they carried
and where the residual fraction went. Those questions
reach upstream of the processing site and connect a
business’s collection contract to the final handling of
what cannot be sold.

A cleared parcel can reappear elsewhere in the waste
chain if the collection service still lacks a lawful desti‐
nation for its residues. Tracing vendors therefore sup‐
plies information that site-by-site enforcement cannot
produce alone. The retained municipal accounts estab‐
lish that tracing was an operational objective; they do
not provide a completed audit reconciling every gener‐
ator, collector and disposal load.

Restoration and performance remain to
be demonstrated

The October account includes plans to plant trees after
cleanup. That prospective land use should be distin‐
guished from achieved restoration. Removing waste,
confirming the condition of the ground and establishing
a planted site are separate steps. The public account
does not demonstrate improved water quality or quanti‐
fy a reduction in odor after the operation.

The seven-site action provides a concrete implementa‐
tion example because it has identified premises, partici‐
pating authorities and a reported enforcement date. Its
limits are equally clear. The larger parcel inventory re‐
mains a program of staged work, the route to legal op‐
eration depends on compliance, and the waste-flow
tracing needs results before it can demonstrate full cus‐
tody of residues.

For Surabaya waste enforcement to deliver a durable
change, the lawful alternative must function beyond the
day a stockpile is removed. A collector needs some‐
where authorized to send material; a processor needs to
control wastewater and separate useful material; resid‐
ual waste needs onward transport and an accepted des‐
tination. The municipality has named these operating
requirements. Whether the complete route works con‐
sistently will depend on what operators and regulators
can demonstrate in subsequent practice.

Published 2026-10-08 · Mark and Focus Editorial
Read the complete public analysis ↗
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Electricity and everyday infrastructure

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE

Brazil’s October green flag removes a generation surcharge

Brazil’s October electricity bills carry no additional charge under the tariff-flag mechanism. ANEEL announced
the green flag on 25 September, replacing the yellow setting as rainfall in the South and Southeast helped stabi‐
lize hydroelectric reservoirs and reduced the need for more expensive thermal generation.

October’s green flag lowers the variable generation-cost burden, but it gives consumers no guarantee about total
bills or the tariff flag in later months.

Read the complete analysis ↗

INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS

Curitiba’s Solar Stations Move From Prototype to Seven Sites

Curitiba’s solar stations are moving beyond the first installed example. On October 2, the city’s transport opera‐
tor announced that installation works for seven Prisma Solar stations would begin during October. The exten‐
sion applies a model already introduced at Agrárias to selected stops on the Inter 2 route, while adapting each
design to its location.

A repeatable station still needs a site-specific delivery plan. Curitiba’s extension turns on the fit between mod‐
ules, street works and passenger access, with each contract and opening date carrying its own responsibility.

Read the complete analysis ↗
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Materials and ecological pressure

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Japan’s Two Plastics Demonstrations Test Different Routes Into Use

Japan’s latest plastics demonstrations put two different technical questions inside the same resource-circulation
program. On October 5, the Ministry of the Environment selected projects led by iPEACE223 and GSI Creos.
One concerns the production of plastics raw materials from bioethanol; the other concerns making recycled
plastics suitable for electrical equipment materials.

Substituting a raw material and qualifying a recycled material for an end use are different tests. Japan’s two se‐
lections will be useful when each demonstrates its own technical performance and credible emissions benefit.

Read the complete analysis ↗

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

France Makes Hornet Control Respond to Local Pressure

France’s national plan for hornet control starts from an uncomfortable condition: complete eradication is no
longer considered feasible. The September 16 announcement instead describes management of the yellow-
legged Asian hornet, with responses adjusted to territorial conditions. An order signed on September 9 adopts
the plan, giving the framework a defined legal footing.

Hornet management needs two judgments: how much pressure a place faces and what a control method harms.
France’s plan makes local targeting and protection of non-target species part of the same decision.

Read the complete analysis ↗
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Water availability and operating limits

WATER GOVERNANCE

Cantareira’s Storage Recovery Changes October’s Withdrawal
Ceiling

Cantareira has crossed a monthly operating threshold, not reached an unconditional all-clear. ANA and SP
Águas announced that the supply system would enter Band 2, Attention, on October 1. Useful storage stood at
41.10% on September 30, compared with 32.99% on August 31. The higher reading falls inside the 40–60% in‐
terval that determines October’s band.

A storage-band transition converts recovery into a defined operating allowance. The withdrawal ceiling should
be read alongside demand controls and transfer limits, rather than as permission to use every available source
without restraint.

Read the complete analysis ↗

WATER GOVERNANCE

England Opens an October Refill Window Without Removing River
Safeguards

England’s reservoir refill window adds time to a drought recovery task without promising additional water.
From October 1 through October 31, 2026, the Environment Agency’s RPS 382 provides a conditional route for
eligible licence holders to fill existing irrigation storage outside their normally authorized abstraction season. It
leaves the physical limit in place: rivers must still have enough water for pumping to comply with the applica‐
ble safeguards.

The extra month is useful only where water can be taken within the surviving river safeguards. Operators
should treat the refill window as a conditional opportunity, with its own records and a definite end date.

Read the complete analysis ↗
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Innovation windows and delivery evidence

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Italy Extends the Entry Window for Circular Advanced Materials

Italy’s circular materials initiative now accepts expressions of interest until October 21, following a ministerial
director’s decree dated September 14. The extension applies to IPCEI CAM, the European initiative concerned
with developing and first deploying circular advanced materials industrially. It gives prospective participants
more time to present projects; it does not identify winners.

Use the extra time to substantiate a material’s circular contribution. The extension changes when a proposal can
enter the process, while leaving evidence of design, traceability and end-of-life planning central to its
credibility.

Read the complete analysis ↗

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE

Spain’s Recovery Payment Request Puts Delivery Evidence on the
Clock

Spain submitted its seventh and final recovery payment request on September 30, seeking €25.861 billion
against 148 milestones and targets. The government describes the submission as the culmination of its
Recovery, Transformation and Resilience Plan. For readers assessing infrastructure delivery, the more useful
question is what kind of completion each claimed achievement represents—and what the European
Commission still has to assess.

Closing a recovery fund should preserve the differences between financed instruments, completed assets and
services people can use. Spain’s final request makes those distinctions more consequential as the payment dead‐
line approaches.

Read the complete analysis ↗
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CROSS-SYSTEM ANALYSIS

The next decision is the important one
The five features share a sequence, but not a single solution. A public institution opens a route. Another actor
must decide how to use it. The result then needs to be observed at the level where the change is meant to matter.

In Spain, the relevant next decision belongs to the local applicant: a proposal must connect an investment with a
service that helps ordinary residence. In the Netherlands, project teams must identify the procedural changes al‐
ready in force, alongside the approvals and construction still required.

In Bangladesh, the link between wholesale finance and a household loan runs through participating lenders. The
further link between credit and resilience depends on the work financed. Japan’s platform transition places a
different responsibility on users: identify the correct procedure and retain the documents needed after the old
service closes.

Surabaya connects a collection contract to a processor and then to the residual-waste destination. Enforcement
at one parcel can reveal a missing route elsewhere in the chain.

Follow the handoff between institutions.

For readers, the useful comparison is the handoff: who acts next, what conditions apply, what record accompa‐
nies the decision and what evidence can show that it worked. That approach keeps the administrative change
connected to service, while preserving the differences between each case.
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WHAT TO WATCH

Dates, duties and evidence

SPAIN

6 November 2026
Applications close. An open competition is not an award.

Follow the service delivered and its local use, alongside expenditure.

NETHERL ANDS

1 October 2026
The direct appeal route takes effect for qualifying electricity projects at 21 kV and above.

Several permitting proposals remain on later consultation or implementation schedules.

BANGL ADESH

US$100 million
Approved concessional loan; this is not evidence of household disbursement.

At least 40,000 households is a target, including at least 32,000 women and 24,000 borrowers in hazard-vulnerable areas.

JAPAN

22 October 2026
New-platform dates are listed for specified land-improvement and JAS procedures.

The launch plan covers approximately 360 procedures across 30 schemes; availability remains procedure-specific.

SURABAYA , INDONESIA

Seven sites
The October operation covers part of a 97-parcel inventory.

Track compliance and waste destinations; the accounts do not demonstrate water-quality gains.

Read dates as boundaries

An application deadline is not an award date. A platform date is not an approval. A court period is not a
complete project timetable. Targets and proposed measures remain prospective.
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ABOUT MARK AND FOCUS

Systems intelligence

Mark and Focus publishes evidence-bound analysis of the systems shaping cities, infrastructure, markets, soci‐
eties and environmental outcomes. The editorial view spans institutions, finance, technology and the work of
implementation.

Our analysis asks what changed, why it matters, what remains uncertain and which evidence can establish the
next development. We keep source meaning, dates, names and quantities intact, and distinguish observed results
from plans and expectations.

Explore the publication

Read the full analyses, browse the editorial desks and follow new developments at markandfocus.com.

Article archive ↗

Editorial desks ↗

Follow Mark and Focus Intel on LinkedIn ↗
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